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What is  
musical  
shorthand?



What is the benefit of learning musical shorthand?

Triangulation isapowerful 

technique that facilitates 

validation ofdata through cross 

verification from two or more 

sources. In particular, it refers to 

the applicationand combination  

of several researchmethods in 

the study of the same

phenomenon.

The idea is that one  

can be more  

confident with a  

result if different  

methods lead tothe  

same result.
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• Tempo:

• slow, fast, medium slow or fast

• does it speed up or slow down?

• is the tempo static or fluid?

• Metre:

• how are wecounting?

• Are we in groups of 3or 4?

• Dynamics:

• How loud or soft is the music?

• Articulation:

• Are the notes smooth or connected?

• Are there pausesor accents?

• Form: the Basic Structure of Music

• How many sections are there in the music?



• Ritardando (rit.): gradually getting  
slower

• Accelerando (acc.): gradually getting  
faster (accelerating)

• Fermata: apause

• Tempo Rubato: fluid,changing, and  
shifting tempo

TEMPO
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PopularForm



•Classical

• Popular & Rock

• Blues & Jazz

•Contemporary

• Soundtrack (movie theme,Disney)

•Other?



Critical ListeningChart





Thank you!

If you would like to contact me directly,  

you can find me online at:  

www.GordonCobbPhD.com

Or you can email me at:  

gordon_cobb@hotmail.com

http://www.GordonCobbPhD.com/
mailto:gordon_cobb@hotmail.com

